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as it sounds in a part of Scotland where it sounds the most uncouth ; 
the result is, that the reader is either tempted to pass over the gem that 
lies concealed by this rough setting altogether, or is obliged laboriously 
to puzzle out the meaning of the Scotch words. The plot of this " ro- 
mance," as the author properly calls it, is as novel as it is ingenious. 
Whether it is an incident possible in the civilization of the present day 
we leave our readers to judge. They will not be the less interested in 
the story because it is improbable, and even verges on the fantastic ; the 
charm of style, the sustained action, the noble vitality, which pervades 
the book will carry them along in spite of its improbabilities. The fact 
that Lady Florimel jumped on board a cutter in the Thames in her 
riding habit, and with two men and a boy sailed to the North of Scot- 
land, is a startling event to take place in the height of the London sea- 
son, but it is by no means impossible, and at the pace at which young 
ladies go nowadays it may soon cease to be improbable. We fear her 
intimacy with the artist while she is flirting with Lord Liftore is neither 
impossible nor improbable in the existing state of society. Lady Clem- 
entina and Malcolm are by far the most attractive and interesting char- 
acters in the book ; the former, while absolutely true to nature, is a 
type of the modern aristocrat which we do not remember to have seen 
introduced before into any work of fiction. Altogether, we consider the 
" Marquis of Lossie " the best English novel which has appeared this 
year. 

8. — The Cruise of Her Majesty's Ship Challenger. By W. J. Spry, R. N. 
New York.: Harper and Brothers. 1877. pp. 388. 

The Challenger left England in December, 1872, and after visiting 
Lisbon and Gibraltar sailed for the Canary Islands and West Indies, 
thence to Bermuda and Halifax, returning by way of the Azores to the 
Cape de Verde Islands, thence to Brazil, Tristan d'Acunha, and the 
Cape of Good Hope. This completed the first year of the cruise, in the 
course of which many valuable results were obtained by trawling and 
dredging, and much important knowledge was acquired in regard to the 
depth, currents, and temperature of the ocean traversed. From the Cape 
the expedition cruised in southern latitudes, examining islands little 
known or previously unexplored, until the Antarctic ice-barrier was 
reached. Thence, having been with difficulty disengaged from the ice, the 
Challenger visited Australia, New Guinea, the Philippine Islands, and 
Malay Archipelago, and so to Hong Kong, where she refitted, having 
completed her second year of exploration. The following year was spent 
in Japan and among the South Sea Islands, and in May, 1876, she reached 
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England, returning by way of Valparaiso, the Straits of Magellan, and 
Montevideo. When we have told the reader all this, we have told him 
everything he is likely to learn from Mr. Spry's book. Whether, owing 
to his position as assistant engineer, he had fewer opportunities of ob- 
servation than his brother officers, or whether his powers of observation 
were defective, the result is none the less unsatisfactory. If he deserves 
any credit at all, it is for the ingenuity he has displayed in writing a 
book containing 388 pages, professing to be a narrative of one of the 
most interesting voyages ever made, which is so utterly vapid and desti- 
tute of any real information. When the dredges come up, he usually 
tplls us that they " contained many interesting specimens," but is pru- 
dently silent in regard to the nature of the specimens, that being what 
the reader is especially anxious to learn. 

On one occasion an exploring party discovered in Patagonia a large heap 
of dry and fossilized bones ; we should have been glad to hear what the 
naturalists said of these bones, which doubtless they had no difficulty in 
placing, but the intelligent remark of Mr. Spry on the subject is that 
they " may possibly by arid by suggest the existence of some strange and 
unknown creatures, which ages ago roamed over hill and dale in these 
remote regions." There could be no "by and by" in the matter. 
Either they were or were not the bones of existing animals, and any 
naturalist could have " suggested " definitely in regard to this point in 
five minutes. The best feature in the book are the illustrations, for 
they often tell the story which Mr. Spry labors in vain to do. We are 
sorry to seem somewhat severe on the literary venture of this gentle- 
man, as we have no doubt he has exerted himself to the utmost of his 
capacity in his effort to present the public with a readable book, but the 
material was so novel and abundant and the subject so intensely inter- 
esting, that our disappointment is proportionate to the height of our 
expectations, and we have not hesitated freely to express it. 



9. — Log Letters from the Challenger. By Lord George CamPbeLIi, 
E. N. London and New York : Macmillan & Co. 1877. pp. 504. 

The literary faculty seems determined to assert itself in the noble 
family of Argyle. The Duke himself is not unknown in the world of 
letters. His eldest son, the Marquis of Lome, has written a poem of 
no mean pretensions, though of very moderate merit, and now comes his 
younger brother, Lord George Campbell, a sub-Lieutenant in the Navy, 
with a pleasant, chatty volume containing his youthful impressions 
of a cruise round the world on a scientific exploring expedition in 



